Summer Reading Web Site:  (Contains this information and important links to materials needed) http://gilchristenglish.wikispaces.com/2014+Caddo+Magnet+High+School+Summer+Reading 
These assignments will be due when the students arrive for the first day of school.  Students must turn in a printed copy and be prepared to submit an electronic copy to turnitin.com.  (Their teachers will instruct them about this.) They will be graded on how well they engaged with the assignment and followed instructions.
·  ALL WORK MUST BE THE STUDENT’S OWN.  IF WORK IS COPIED FROM ANOTHER STUDENT, BOTH STUDENTS WILL RECEIVE A GRADE OF ZERO ON THE WORK.

1) HOTEL ON THE CORNER OF BITTER AND SWEET, Jamie Ford
Note:  The author, as this year’s Mary Jane Malone lecture speaker, will address our students on 9/25 both during the day and at an evening lecture to which parents and community members are invited.  Students will also have the opportunity to participate in an essay contest.
This is a historical novel that takes place during World War II.  It takes place in Seattle, Washington, and its main characters are a Chinese boy, Henri Lee, and a Japanese girl, Keiko Okabe—both American citizens—whose lives are greatly affected by their ethnic backgrounds.  They befriend  a young black jazz musician, Sheldon Thomas, also affected by the events and attitudes of the time period.  Henry must learn what it means to be “an obedient son, a loyal American, and a trustworthy friend.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  From the Random House Teacher’s Guide] 

Assignment:  As you read, you will trace two issues as they develop into themes throughout the book.  You should choose quotes and incidents to relate to the theme and explain why they are important in developing these key ideas.  In each case, cite a page number (or numbers) for the quote or example.  See the sample below.
You may choose TWO (2) from the following thematic topics:
· Prejudice with regard to race or ethnicity
· Family relationships-intergenerational conflict, family loyalties, etc.
· Coming of age
· Old world vs. new world perspective
Your quotes should be distributed from throughout the book, not just from the beginning or end. You must have a MINIMUM of ten (10) quotes or examples per theme.  Put any direct quote in quotation marks as shown below.  
	THEME 1—Family Relationship
	Significance

	
	

	Ex. When Henry’s father makes him wear a button that says “I am Chinese,” he wears it even though he knows he will get teased or bullied (13).
	This shows that Henry is an obedient son who is going to respect his father’s wishes.

	
	



· USE THE CHARTS PROVIDED ON THE SUMMER READING WEB SITE, AND TYPE IN YOUR ANSWERS!
· Turn in ALL work to turnitin.com.  See instructions on back of this page at the bottom.


2) The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks – by Rebecca Skloot
Step 1: Dialectic Journal—See the summer reading web site for specific instructions and forms to fill out!! Very Important. 
http://caddomagnethighschoolsummerreading.wikispaces.com/
Step 2:  Short answer response for summer reading—must be typed using 12 point Times New Roman font.
Each response for the questions below must consist of the following parts:
1. Begin your response with a piece of the question (restate the question)
2. Provide an answer
3. Provide evidence from the text to support your answer -- use “lead-ins” to introduce your evidence
4. Provide commentary ** see below

**Because each question below consists of multiple layers of questioning, you may want to address the initial question (EXAMPLE-- from question #1: Why does Skloot choose to capture the language of the Lacks family as they really speak rather than “pretty it up”?) 
THEN follow your answer with evidence from the text
THEN use the commentary step to address the remaining questions (EXAMPLE – from question #1: Do you think it is better to record their speech accurately, or should the author have kept the meaning while “fixing” their language? Why?)
PART I
1. Why do you think Skloot chooses to “capture the language” of the Lacks family as they really speak rather than “pretty it up”?  Do you think it is better to record their speech accurately, or should the author have kept the meaning while “fixing” their language? Why?  In your response, you must use at least two examples from the text where Skloot “captures the language” of the Lacks family.
PART II
2. Skloot skips around in time in her book.  Why do you think she does this?  How does the time skipping affect you as a reader?  If you find it somewhat confusing, what can you do to help yourself follow the book despite the time jumps?
PART III
3. Many people would describe Keenan Kester Cofield as a con man who was trying to “use” the Lacks family’s misfortunes for his own benefit.  Do you think there is any chance that he was honestly trying to help the family?  Why or why not?  How would you compare his and Courtney Speed’s attempts to help the Lacks family?  Do you see her as an opportunist trying to benefit from their misfortunes?  Why or why not?
SHORT ESSAY QUESTION
4. Imagine that you have a rare illness.  You recover from the illness with the help of an experimental treatment.  Now, the doctor wants to use the antibodies in your cells to develop a medicine for the disease that will generate millions of dollars in revenue.  Would you give the cells away?  Would you try to negotiate a deal that gives you millions of dollars for them?  What would you do? Why?  Explain what you would do and give your reasons.
Turn in ALL work for both books to turnitin.com.  Join the class below.  If you do not have an account, sign up before you join a class. ALL WORK MUST BE YOUR OWN.  WORK FROM THE INTERNET OR ANOTHER STUDENT’S PAPER WILL RECEIVE NO CREDIT.  NOR WILL YOU RECEIVE CREDIT IF YOU GIVE SOMEONE YOUR WORK.
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